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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Blaydon-on-T  yne  . 
September,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Blaydon. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Aimual  Report  for  the  year 
1947.  This  year  was  notable  for  the  enactment  of  many  important 
social  measures  (coming  into  force  in  1948). 

We  all  hope  that  these  Acts  will  remove  the  last  traces  of  Poor 
Law  outlook  in  our  Social  Services  and  I feel  sure  that  they  will 
bring  about  a progressive  improvement  in  the  health  of  our  people. 

The  only  event  of  special  mention  was  an  outbreak  of  Para- 
typhoid Fever,  clearly  showing  again  the  danger  of  carelessness 
in  food  handling. 

Our  thanks  cire  due  to  the  Surveyor,  the  Rating  Department, 
the  Housing  Surveyor  and  the  various  Nursing  Associations  for 
information  included  in  my  report. 

I wish  to  give  my  personal  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department  who  were  at  all  times  ready  with  their  willing  assist- 
ance and  co-operation. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. 


Area 

Since  19i36  the  acreage  has  remained  at  9,274. 

Present  density  of  population  is  3.27  persons  per  acre. 

Highest  density  of  population  (in  1925)  was  3.96  persons 
per  acre. 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  our  mid-1947  civilian 
population  is  30,400  (an  increase  of  30  on  last  year)  of  which 
children  0 to  14  years  (inclusive)  account  for  2,530  and  children 
5 to  14  years  (inclusive)  account  for  4,470. 

At  the  1931  census  the  population  stood  at  32,363. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1947  was  8,385. 
The  density  of  persons  per  house  was,  therefore,  3.55. 

Rateable  Value 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  now  £124,051  and  excludes 
Freight  Transport  and  Electrical  Hereditaments.  The  average 
rateable  value  per  head  of  population  is  £4  Is.  7d.  The  estimated 
product  of  Id.  rate  is  £450. 

Industries  of  the  District 

These  are  chiefly  mining  and  ancillary  industries  for  produc- 
tion of  coke  and  other  by-Products.  There  are  also  Iron  and  Steel 
Engineering  Works — Iron  Foundries  and  Chemical  Works.  Blaydon 
is  also  a railway  centre  with  large  Locomotive  Sheds. 

Agriculture — chiefly  dairy  farming — is  also  an  important 
industry  in  the  area. 


Physical  Features 

Hilly  area,  Blaydon  and  Rowlands  Gill  lie  low,  Winlaton  and 
Chopwell  high.  The  rivers  Tyne  and  Derwent  form  parts  of  the 
boundary. 


Hnemployment 

The  following  table  indicates  the  state  of  unemployment  in 
the  area  in  comparison  with  1939. 
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1939 

1945 

1946  ; 

1947 

Blaydon,  Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill  .. 

. 639 

372 

269 

202 

Chopwell,  High  Spen  and  Blackball  Mill 

313 

112 

115 

100 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1947 

Births 

Total  Live  Births 

636 

321m 

315f 

Total  Illegitimate  Births 

32 

19m 

13f 

Total  Still  Births  

16 

10m 

6f 

This  gives  a Live  Birth  Rate  of  20.92  per  1,000  population 
and  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  0.51  per  1,000  population. 

Birth  Rate  for  Administrative  County 22.2 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  20.5 

Birth  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns 

(Population  25,000  to  50,000)  ...  22.2 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  344  of  which 
187  were  males  and  157  were  females,  giving  an  annual  death  rate 
of  11.32  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  last  year’s  rate 
which  was  11.7. 


Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

12.00  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  for  Administrative  County  . . . 

12.: 

10  per  1,000 

The  Cardio-Vascular  group  of  Diseases 

was 

again  the  chief 

cause  of  death:  viz: 

Heart  Disease  

92 

giving  a total 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

47 

of  157  deaths 

Other  disease  of  circulatory  system 

18 

for  this  group 

Deaths  from  Cancer  totalled  47. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — 31  (20m  11f). 
The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  48.7  per  1,000  live  births. 

I'he  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County 

is  .50  per  1,()00  live  births. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

is  41  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Four  children  under  two  years  of  age  died  from  Diarrhoea 
giving  a rate  of  6.28  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  5.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

A graph  is  appended  (page  20  ) comparing  the  infantile 

mortality  rates  during  the  last  21  years  in  Blaydon,  Durham  County 
and  England  and  Wales. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Maternal  causes  giving  a 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  of  4.71  per  1,000  births. 

The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  is  2.16  per  1,000  births 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0.85  per  1,000  births. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  13  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one 
from  Non-PuLmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.42  per  1,000  pop. 
Death  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.033  ,,  ,,  ,, 

County  Death  Rates — Pulmonary  ...  ...  0.59  ,, 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  0.11  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Number  of  Notifications  of  New  Cases: — 


Pulmonary  25  (12m  & 13Fj.  Non-Pulmonary  15  (5m  & IOf)  . 

Laboratory  Facilities 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Government  Buildings,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council. 

The  majority  of  such  specimens  are  examined  free  of  cost  to 
both  practitioners  and  patients. 

The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  429  examinations 
carried  out  in  respect  of  residents  in  the  Blaydon  Urban  District 
during  1947. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations  for  Blaydon  District,  1947 


No.  of 
Sp’mens 

Pos. 

BLOOD 

Seriological  Examinations. 
Enteric  Fever 

4 

1 

FAECES 

Enteric 

100 

22 

Dysentry 

7 

4 

Organisms 

37 

19 

URINE 

Organisms 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis 

i 

— 

THROAT,  NOSE 

Diphteria  (Cul'ure) 

106 

17 

AND  EAR  SWABS 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

9 

6 

Vincent’s  Angina 

1 

1 

Organisms 

8 

5 

SPUTUM 

T ubercuiosis 

62 

16 

Tuberculosis  (>pecimens  taken 
at  County  Dispensaries, 
Sanitoria,  etc. 

76 

9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

16 

1 

429 

101 

Ambulance  Facilities 

During  |the  year  The  National  Coal  Board  has  provided 
adequate  facilities  for  the  transport  of  accidents  and  cases  of 
sudden  illness  occurring  among  their  employees  at  the  ColHeries 
in  the  area. 

In  the  Spen,  Victoria  Garesfield  and  Rowlands  Gill  area  the 
local  Nursing  Association  has  operated  one  ambulance  throughout 
the  year  for  the  use  of  subscribers  to  the  Association.  380  journeys 
were  made  by  the  Ambulance  during  the  year. 

In  addition  the  Council  has  operated  an  ambulance  which  was 
on  call  to  any  member  of  the  public  at  a nominal  charge. 

The  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  carried  out  by 
the  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

District  Nursing 

The  district  nursing  in  the  district  was  icarried  out  most 
efficiently  throughout  the  year  by  the  State  Registered  nurses  of  the 
various  Nursing  Associations. 
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The  naiines  of  the  various  associations,  together  with  the 
details  of  nursing  during  1947  are  as  follows: — 


Association. 

Nurses 

Cases 

Home 

Visits 

1— Blaydon  ... 

The  Napier-Clavering  Memorial 
District  Nursing  Association  ... 

1 

86 

2414 

2— Rowlands 
Gill 

Spen,  Victoria  Garesfield  & Row- 
lands Gill  District  Nursing 

349 

3545» 

Association  ... 

2 

500 

43 16*^ 

3— Winlaton 

Winlaton  and  District  Nursing 
Association  ...  

1 

129 

2338 

4— Chopwell 

Chopwell  District  Nursing 

Association  ...  

1 

186 

1 845 

^ Includes  visits  made  by  patients  to  the  Nurses’  Surgery. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

Clinics  for  school  children,  maternity  and  child  welfare  are 
provided  by  the  County  Authority  at  various  centres  throughout 
the  district. 

Dental  and  Sun-ray  treatment  are  available  for  mothers  and 
children  at  Axwell  Park,  Blaydon,  clinic  which  is  the  main  centre 
in  the  district. 


Hospital  Provision 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  conjoint  infectious  diseases  Hospital  at  Norman’s  Riding, 
Winlaton,  serves  the  needs  of  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham 
Urban  Districts. 

In  the  event  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  district  the  Joint 
Hospital  Committee  made  provision  for  such  cases  to  be  treated 
at  the  Langley  Park  Hospital  under  the  County  Smallpox  Scheme. 

Tuberculosis 

Durham  County  Council  has  provided  various  sanatoriums  for 
the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  cases  throughout  the  County,  the 
number  of  beds  available  for  this  purpose  is  551. 

The  nearest  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  at  Whickham  and 
Consett. 
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General 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  receives  the  greater 
proportion  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the  Blaydon  district. 

Midwifery  and  Gynaecology 

Of  those  midwifery  and  gynaecological  cases  sent  to  hospital, 
most  of  them  find  their  way  to  the  “ Princess  Mary  ” Maternity 
Hospital  and  to  the  Gynaecological  Department  of  the  Royal  Vic- 
toria Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Venereal  Disease 

The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  whereby  such  cases  are 
treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  City  Hospital,  Westgate 
Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  we  had  307  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases, 
of  which  10  proved  negative.  167  of  these  were  measles. 

Enteric  Fever 

We  had  an  unusual  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  in  June. 
We  received  the  first  notification  on  the  5th  June  and  investigation 
was  immediately  begun  by  the  Health  Department  in  which  all 
members  co-operated  fully.  All  suspects  and  contacts  were  visited 
by  us  and  examined  bacteriologically,  the  suspects  then  being 
removed  to  hospital. 

All  possible  sources  of  infection  were  investigated  and  samples 
examined  bacteriologically. 

We  had  ten  cases,  all  in  High  Spen. 

The  infection  was  .soon  traced  tc  the  milk  supplied  by  the 
Farm  where  we  found  an  elderly  lady  to  be  a chronic 
carrier  of  these  bacteria.  Carelessness  in  personal  hygiene  and 

neglect  of  regulations  led  to  the  infection  of  the  day’s  milk  supply. 

This  lady  was  removed  to  hospital  where,  later,  an  operation 
proved  necessary.  The  result  may  be  beneficial  to  her  Carrier 
state. 

Cases  occurred  in  Gateshead  and  Ryton.  Bacteriological  typing 
proved  them  to  be  due  to  the  same  source.  Some  of  the  farm  s 
milk  had  that  day  been  sent  to  a pasteurisation  station  and  the 
subsequent  sterilisation  must  have  been  faulty. 
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As  a sequel,  we  had  three  cases  in  October  occurring  in 
Blaydon  Bum.  Here  investigations  showed  they  were  due  to 
another  carrier — an  old  man  living  in  High  Spen  who  had  himself 
been  infected  in  June  but  not  seriously  enough  to  call  in  a doctor. 

This  epidemic  gives  a further  lesson,  if  any  should  be  neces- 
sary, on  the  utmost  care  in  personal  hygiene  and  the  strictest 
adherence  to  all  the  regulations  required  from  all  persons  engaged 
in  handling  food. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  occurred. 

Typhus 

No  cases  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever 

58  cases  were  notified  of  which  1 proved  negative.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Diphtheria 

15  suspected  cases  were  notified,  8 of  which  proved  negative. 
There  was  1 death  from  Diphtheria  giving  a Death  Rate  of  .03  per 
1,()()()  population.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

.01  per  1,000  population. 

Last  year  22  cases  were  notified  of  which  2 proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 

The  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  the  immunisation 
of  all  school  children. 

The  figures  for  this  area  at  the  end  of  1947  are: 

Under  Between 


5 years 

5 and 
15  years. 

(a) 

Estimated  number  of  children  in  area  at 

31st  December,  1947 

2530 

4470 

(b) 

Number  of  children  immunised  at  31st 
December,  1947 

Percentage  of  child  population  shown 

1069 

3975 

(c) 

under  fa)  considered  immunised  at  31st 
December,  1947  

42.25 

88.92 

(d)  do.  do. 

(All  children  0 to  14  inclusive)  72.06 
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Measles 

1d7  cases  notified  with  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  29  cases  of  Whooping  G>ugh  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  112  last  year,  lliere  were  no  deaths. 

Pneumonia 

6 cases  of  lobar  pneumonia  and  6 of  influenzal  pneumonia 
were  notified. 

Erysipelas 

5 cases  were  notified. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

6 cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 case  was  notified. 

Aoute  Infective  Encephalitis 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 cases  were  notified  of  which  one  proved  negative.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 case  was  notified. 

Scabies 

During  the  yeair  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies  wais  consider- 
ably reduced  and  in  December  the  Centre  was  discontinued. 

Isolated  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  were 
given  advice  and  supplied  with  lotion  for  home  treatment. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

No  alteration  took  place  in  the  sources  of  supply  from  those 
existing  in  former  years.  Almost  all  the  dwelling-houses  in  the 
area  are  supplied  direct  from  public  mains.  The  western  part  of 
the  district  together  with  Winlaton  is  supplied  by  Durham  County 
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Water  Board  and  the  eastern  part  by  Newcastle  & Gateshead 
Water  Co. 

The  supply  to  Winlaton  and  certain  parts  ot  High  Spen  is  still 
inadequate  but  it  is  expected  that,  on  completion  of  the  new  main 
from  Flint  Hill  to  Winlaton,  a continuous  and  plentiful  supply  will 
be  available  to  these  parts. 

In  all  other  parts  of  the  district  the  water  supply  is  satisfactory. 
No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  due  to  water  supplies  have  been 
reported. 

Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  four  ash  closets  were  converted  into  water 
closets,  a grant  of  £5  towards  the  cost  being  made  in  each  case. 
146  additional  water  closets  were  provided  in  newly  erected 
dwelling-houses,  bringing  the  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the 
area  up  to  7,782.  Ash  closets  total  472  and  ashpit  privies  157. 

Household  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  3-ton  Dennis  refuse  collector  which  was  ordered  in  1946 
had  not  been  delivered  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  but  as  we  were 
able  to  purchase  a Dennis  W.D.  3-ton  Tipping  Wagon  which  was 
used  on  the  several  occasions  when  our  pre-war  vehicles  broke 
down  the  work  was  carried  out  regularly  and  on  the  whole  satis- 
factorily throughout  the  year. 

Ashbins  are  emptied  twice  weekly  as  circumstances  permit  and 
ash  closets  and  ashpit  privies  once  each  week. 

Regular  collections  of  trade  refuse  are  made  without  charge  as 
the  bulk  of  this  refuse  is  salvagable. 

Direct  labour  is  employed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area 
except  at  Barlow  where  the  work  is  done  by  contract. 

Tipping  is  controlled  at  each  point  of  disposal. 

Salvage 

During  the  year  the  collection  of  salvage  continued  and  the 
following  quantities  of  material  were  disposed  of: — 

Tons.  Cwts. 


Paper  40  4 

Metals  ..  14  0 

Kitchen  Waste  7 4 

Bottles  & Jars  ..  ...  1 1 

Bones  ...  ...  ...  11 

Textiles  ...  5 


63  5 
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When  the  new  refuse  wagon  is  delivered  we  propose  instituting 
a separate  collection  of  salvage  which  will  no  doubt  result  in  an 
increased  yield. 

Shops  and  Offices.  Visits  were  made  to  shops  and  offices  dur- 
ing the  year  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  statu- 
tory action  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 

New  sanitary  arrangements  were  provided  at  two  shops  for  the 
use  of  the  assistants  and  alterations  were  carried  out  to  two  other 
shops  premises  to  bring  them  into  conformity  with  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Camping  Sites.  There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the 
area. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  Three  private  houses  and  one 
Council  House,  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  were  sprayed 
with  an  insecticide  containing  5%  D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results. 

Other  Infestations.  A number  of  minor  infestations  of  silver 
fish,  cockroaches  and  ants  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  this 
department. 

Picture  Halls.  Nine  picture  halls  are  operating  in  this  area. 
These  are  kept  in  fairly  satisfactory  order. 

Swimming  Baths.  There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 

Factories  Act,  1937.  Factories  and  workplaces  were  visited 
during  the  year. 

At  six  factories  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  sanitary 
conveniences  were  not  being  complied  wfth  and  in  three  statutory' 
action  w'as  taken,  the  remaining  cases  being  dealt  with  informally. 

Rat  and  IVlice  Destruction.  No  statutory  action  under  the 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  was  taken  during  the  year. 

.A  number  of  dw^elling-houses,  shop  premises,  factories,  etc., 
found  with  minor  infestation  of  rats  were  dealt  with  informally. 

In  addition  the  sewer  manholes  in  Blaydon  and  Winlaton  were 
twice  pre-baited  and  poisoned  during  the  year  with  fairly  successful 
results. 
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The  estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  is  as  follows; — 

Council  Sewers  ...  223 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Beds  ...  ...  185 

Waste  Paper  and  Scrap  Depots  ...  ...  91 

Sewer  Outfalls  and  River  Embankment  90 
Private  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Factories  and  Building  Site  ...  ...  48 

Food  Warehouse  ...  6 
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Bakehouses.  There  are  six  bakehouses  operating  in  the  area 
which  were  visited  occasionally  and  found  in  clean  condition. 

Housing.  Statutory  notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
Section  9 requiring  the  execution  of  essential  works  were  served 
in  respect  of  35  dwelling-houses.  Three  of  the  notices  were  satis- 
factorily complied  with  by  the  owners;  in  eight  cases  the  Council 
entered  upon  the  premises  to  carry  out  the  specified  work  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  a start  on  the  work  had  been  made  by  the 
owners  of  the  majority  of  the  remaining  properties. 

Complaints  respecting  structural  defects,  foul  conditions,  etc., 
were  investigated  and  informal  notices  served  where  necessary.  A 
tabulated  summary  of  complaints  dealt  with  is  given  on  page  . 

The  following  information  respecting  the  erection  of  new 
dwellings  during  1947  has  been  furnished  by  the  Council’s  Housing 
Surveyor. 

Permanent  Brick  Houses 


Rowlands  Gill 

32 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Houses 

Hallgarth,  Winlaton  

35 

Temporary  Prefabricated  Houses 

High  Spen.  ...  

10 

Chopweil  

24 

Highfield  

2 

103 


In  .addition  7 new  private  houses  were  erected  and  occupied 
during  the  year  and  one  large  house  was  converted  into  two  self- 
contained  dwellings. 
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I am  informed  by  the  Surveyor  that  the  construction  of  roads 
and  sewers  on  the  new  housing  sites  proceeded  satisfactorily  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-42.  Applications  for 
renewal  of  licenses  to  sell  graded  milk  in  the  Council’s  area  under 
the  above  Orders  were  made  and  granted  as  follows: — 

Pasteurised  Milk — 4 Dealers’  Licenses. 

1 Supplementary  Licence. 

Five  farms  in  the  axea  are  licenced  by  the  County  Council  ta 
produce  accredited  milk. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  reasonably  clean  condition. 

National  Coal  Board  representatives  were  interviewed  at 
twelve  of  their  farms  respecting  improvements  to  the  cowsheds 
and  dairies  and  it  is  likely  that  the  suggested  work  will  be  com- 
menced at  an  early  date. 

29  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriologi- 
cal examination,  the  majority  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 
Copies  of  the  reports  were  forv'arded  to  the  producers  concerned 
and  where  the  samples  proved  unsatisfactory  the  farms  were  re- 
visited and  methods  to  improve  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  dis- 
cussed with  the  dairymen. 

Ice  Cream.  The  premises  of  the  six  ice  cream  manufacturers 
in  the  area  were  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  and 
were  generally  found  in  clean  condition.  31  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  most  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Inspection  of  premises  where  food  is 
sold,  prepared  or  manufactured  for  sale  were  made. 

The  following  quantity  of  food,  found  to  be  unsound,  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  so  disposed  of  to  prevent  it  being  used 
for  the  food  of  man. 

Canned  Meat — 

50  X 6 oz.  tins. 

38  X 12  oz.  tins. 

86  X 16  oz.  tins. 

14x24  oz.  tins. 

4x2  lbs.  tins. 

9x6  lbs.  tins. 
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Other  Meats — 

Beef  (English)  477  lbs. 

Beetf  (Imported)  2194  lbs. 

Bacon  81  lbs. 

Sausage  19  lbs. 

Fish — 

20  stones  Catfish. 

30  tins  Sardines  and  Pilchards. 

13  tins  Salmon. 

Milk— 

164  X 14^  oz.  tins  Evaporated  Milk. 
15  X 1|  pints  Condensed  Milk. 

Jams  and  Marmalade — 

42  X 1 lb.  Jars. 

10  X 2 lb.  Jars. 

Canned  Vegetables  and  Fruit — 

59  tins  Peas. 

62  tins  Beans. 

24  tins  Tomatoes. 

20  tins  Carrots. 

11  tins  Vegetable  Soups. 

5 tins  Plums. 

8 tins  Grapefruit. 

5 tins  Peaches. 

Miscellaneous — 

110  lbs.  Prunes. 

90^  lbs.  Butter. 

195  lbs..  Marrowfat  Peas. 

56  lbs.  Dates. 

57  Jars  Pickles. 

90  Jars  Beetroot. 

25  doz.  Imported  Eggs. 

80  Fishcakes. 

20  doz.  14  oz.  loaves  Bread. 

19  packets  Shredded  Wheat. 

14  bottles  Sauce. 

36 J lbs.  Cheese. 

5 lbs.  Sugar. 

7 lbs.  Semolina. 

4 lbs.  Barley. 
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I would  like  to  observe  that  prior  to  the  institution  of 
centralised  slaughtering  1 never  experienced  such  quantities  of 
meat  to  be  rendered  unsound  because  of  bone  taint.  I can  only 
presume  that  this  is  due  to  the  methods  of  slaughtering,  cooling 
and  handling. 


Summary  of  Work  Done  during  the  Year  1946. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of 
Informal 

N otices 
Served 

No.  of 

N uisancet 
abated 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Foul  Conditions 

5 

5 

Structural  Defects 

376 

284 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

2 

— 

Cowsheds 

4 

— 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

23 

16 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

3 

3 

Water  Closets 

37 

30 

Defective  Yard  Pavings 

47 

38 

House  Drainage  Faults 

44 

38 

Water  Supply 

48 

37 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

2 

Defective  Ashbins  replaced 

142 

142 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water  closets  4 

New  drains  laid  and  tested  9 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  3 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease: 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  disinfected  or 


destroyed 

Houses  -iisinfected 

after 

Infectious 

76 

Disease 

Schools  disinfected 

after 

Infectious 

12 

Disease 


1 
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Number  of  Houses  in  the  District: 


Blaydon  2024 

Stella  174 

Winlaton  2032 

Barlow  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

High  Spen  729 

Rowlands  Gill  795 

Victoria  Garesfield  and  Highfield  ...  506 

Lintzford  ...  24 

Chopwell  ...  ...  ...  ...  1390 

Blackball  Mill  272 

Winlaton  MiU  357 


8385 


RATE  PER  1000  LIVE  BIRTHS 
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Graph  comparing  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Blaydon,  Durham  County 

and  England  & Wales  since  1926. 


21 


THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH  DURING  1947. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

• 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

6 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

1 

9 

Influenza 

1 

— 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  C.  Cav. 

\ 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

> 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sitea 

) 

17 

Diabetes  ... 

• • . 

1 

3 

18 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

• • . 

20 

27 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

47 

45 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

. • . 

12 

6 

21 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

14 

7 

22 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

5 

23 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

3 

1 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

8 

6 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Maternal  causes  . . 

— 

3 

31 

Premature  B'rth 

3 

3 

32 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations,  etc. 

.2 

2 

33 

Suicide 

2 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

6 

2 

36 

All  other  causes 

18 

10 

All  Causes 

— 

187 

157 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  ■ 344. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  1947. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital  at 
Normans  Riding. 

Positive 

Negative 

Smallpox 







Scarlet  Fever 

53 

50 

52 

Diphtheria 

15 

15 

7 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

13 

13 

13 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Lobar) 

6 

— 

H 

— 

Pneumonia  (Influenzal) 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Measles 

167 

— 

167 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

29 

— 

29 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

6 

6 

6 

— 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Deaths 


alysis  of  Positive  Cases  into  Age  Groups. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age  eriods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

1 F. 

0 ... 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

15 

4 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 

25 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

35 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

45 

1 

2 

1 

1 

55  .... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

12 

13 

5 

10 

7 

6 

1 

Ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculous  deaths  to  total 
tuberculous  deaths  = 1 : 14. 


I 


/. 


I 


\ 


V 


r«  . ^ » 


:.y 


) 


\ 


t' 


^ V . 


/' 


